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Religious experience, | have tried to maintain, is essentially a state of feeling
with a cognitive aspect, the contents of which cannot be communicated to others,
except in the form of a judgement. Now when a judgement which claims to be the
interpretation of a certain region of human experience, not accessible to me, is placed
before me for my assent, | am entitled to ask, what is the guarantee of its truth? Are
we in possession of a test which would reveal its validity.... Happily we are in
possession of tests which do not differ from those applicable to other forms of
knowledge. These | call the intellectual test and the pragmatic test. By the intellectual
test | mean critical interpretation, without any presuppositions of human experience,
generally with a view to discover whether our interpretation leads us ultimately to a
reality of the same character as is revealed by religious experience.... In the lecture
that follows, | will aply the intellectual test. (p-54-55)
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The search for rational foundations in Islam may be regarded to have begunwith

the Prophet himself. His constant prayer was: “God! Grant me knowledge of the
ultimate nature of things.” (p-48)
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Plato despised sense perception which, in his view, yielded mere opinion and no

real knowledge. How unlike the Qur’an, which regards hearing and sight as the most
vauable Divine gifts and declares them to be accountable to God for their activity in



this world. (p-50)
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He [Ghazali] failed to see that thought and intuition are organicaly related...
(p-51)
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The heart is akind of inner intuition or insight which, in the beautiful words of
Rumi, feeds on the rays of the sun and brings us into contact with aspects of Reality
other than those open to sense perception. It is, according to the Qur’an, something

which sees; and its reports, if properly interpreted, are never false.... To describe it as
psychic, mystical or supernatural does not detract from its value as experience. (p-53)
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The problem of Christian mysticism aluded to by Professor James has been in
fact the problem of all mysticism. The demon in his malice does counterfeit
experiences wich creep into the circuit of the mystic state. As we read in the Qur’an:

"We have not sent any Apostle or Prophet before thee among whose desires Satan
injected not some wrong desire, but God shall bring to naught that which Satan has
suggested. Thus shall God affirm His revelation, for God is Knowing and Wise."
(22:25) (p-57)
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All' I mean to say is that the immediacy of our experience in the mystic state is
not without a parallel. It has some sort of resemblance to our normal experience and
probably belongs to the same category. (p-62)

The interpretation that the mystic or the prophet puts on the content of his
religious consciousness can be conveyed to others in the form of propositions, but the
content itself cannot be so transmitted. .. (p-63)

The incommunicability of mystic experience is due to the fact that it is essentialy
a matter of inarticulate feeling, untouched by discursive intellect. (p-63)

Inarticulate feeling seeks to fulfil its destiny in idea, which, in its turn, tends to



develop... out of itself its own visible garment. (p-64)
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The infinity of the Ultimate Ego consists in the infinite inner possibilities of His
creative activity of which the universe ‘as known to us’ is only a partial expression.

-85

¢ )From the Ultimate Ego only egos proceed.... Every atom of Divine energy,

however low in the scale of esixtence, is an ego. (p-87)
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No doubt, the emergence of egos endowed with power of spontaneous and

hence unforeseeable action is, in a sense, a limitation on the freedom of the

all-inclusive Ego. But the limitation is not externally imposed. It is born out of His

own creative freedom whereby He has chosen finite egos to be participators of His

life, power and freedom. (p-89)
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The spirit of all true prayer is socid. (p-94)
The Islamic form of association in prayer, therefore, besides its cognitive value,

is further indicative of the aspiration to redlize this essential unity of mankind as a
fact in life by demolishing al barriers which stand between man and man. (p-95)
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A colony of egos of a lower order out of which emerges the ego of a
higher order, when their association and interaction reach a certain degree of



co-ordination. It is the world reaching the point of self-guidance wherein the
Ultimate Reality, perhaps, reveals its secret, and furnishes a clue to its
ultimate nature. (p-102)
The Ultimate Ego that makes the emergent emerge is immanent in Nature.
(p-102)
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A prophet may be defined as a type of mystic consciousness in which unitary
experience tends to overflow its boundaries... (p-115) (p-117)
Another way of judging the value of a prophet’s religious experience, therefore,
would be to examine the type of manhood that he has created, and the cultural world
that has sprung out of the spirit of his message. (p-116)
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The way in which the word wahy (inspiration) is used in the Qur’an shows that

the Qur’an regards it as a universal property of life; though its nature and character
are different stages of the evolution of life. (p-117)
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The abalition of priesthood and hereditary kingship in Islam, the constant appeal
to reason and experience in the Qur’an and the emphasis that it lays on Nature and

History as sources of human knowledge, are al different aspects of the same idea of
finality. (p-119) (p-121)
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The world-life intuitively sees its own needs, and at critical moments defines its
own direction. This is what, in the language of religion, we call prophetic revelation.
It is only natural that Islam should have flashed across the consciousness of a simple
people untouched by any of the ancient cultures, and occupying a geographical
position where three continents meet together. (p-135)
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...eternal principles when they are understood to exclude all possibilities of



change which according to the Qur’an is one of the greatest signs of God, tend to
immobilize what is essentially mobile in its nature.... [T]he immobility of Islam
during the last five hundred years illustrates [this principle]. (p-139-140)

...conservative thinkers regarded this movement [of Rationalism] as a force of
disintegration , and considered it a danger to the stability of Islam as a social polity.
Their main purpose, therefore, was to preserve the socia integrity of Islam, and to
realize this the only course open to them was to utilize the binding force of Shari’ah
and to make the structure of their legal system as rigorous as possible. (p-142)

The search for rationa foundations in Islam may be regarded to have begun with
the Prophet himself. His constant prayer was: “God! Grant me knowledge of the
ultimate nature of things.” (p-48)
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This spirit of total other-worldliness in later Sufism... offering the prospect of
unrestrained thought on its speculative side, ... attracted and finally absorbed the best
minds in Islam. The Muslim state was thus Ieft generally in the hands of intellectual
mediocrities, and the unthinking masses of Islam, having no persondities of a higher
caliber to guide them, found their security only in blindly following the schools.
(p-142-143)

The fear of further disintegration, which is only natural in such a period of
political decay, the conservative thinkers of 1slam focused all their efforts on the one
point of preserving the uniform social life for the people by a jealous exclusion of all
innovations in the law of Shari’ah as expounded by the early doctors of Islam. (p-143)

... a fase reverence for past history and its artificial resurrection constitute no
remedy for a people's decay. (p-30)

The most remarkable phenomenon of modern history however is the enormous
rapidity with which the world of 1slam is spiritually moving towards the West. There
is nothing wrong in this movement, for European culture, on its intellectual side, is
only a further development of some of the most important phases of the culture of
Islam. (p-29)

The theory of Einstein has brought a new vision of the universe and suggest new
ways of looking at the problems common to both religion and philosophy. No wonder
then that the younger generations of Islam in Asia and Africademand a fresh
orientation of their faith. With the reawakening of Islam, therefore, it is necessary to
examine, in an independent spirit, what Europe has thought and how far the
conclusions reached by her can help us in the revision and, if necessary,



reconstruction, of theological thought in Islam (p-29-30)

They disclose new standards in the light of which we begin to see that our
environment is not wholly inviolable and requires revision. (p-30-31)

| propose to undertake a philosophical discussion of some of the basic ideas of
Islam, in the hope that this may, at least, be helpful towards a proper understanding of
the meaning of 1slam as a message to humanity. (p-30)

The only course open to us is to approach modern knowledge with a respectful
but independent attitude and to appreciate the teachings of Islam in the light of that
knowledge. (p-99)

The truth is that all search of knowledge is essentially a form of prayer. The
scientific observer of Nature is a kind of mystic seeker in the act of prayer. (p-94)

The question which confronts him [the Turk] today, and which is likely to
confront other Muslim countries in the near future, is whether the Law of Islam is
capable of evolution; a question which will require gresat intellectua effort, and is sure
to be answered in the affirmative. (p-146)

In order to create a really effective political unity of Islam, all Muslim countries
must first become independent; and then in their totality they should range themselves
under one Caliph. Is such a thing possible at the present moment? If not today, one
must wait. In the meantime the Caliph must reduce his own house to order and lay the
foundations of a workable modern State. (p-145-146)

The republican form of government is not only thoroughly consistent with the
spirit of Islam, but has also become a necessity in view of the new forces that are set
free in the world of Islam. (p-144)
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